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complaints were loud of insufficient protection to person
and property, nntil finally a bomb was thrown into a
crowd in Florence, and an attempt was made at Naples
to murder the King. The knife of the assassin was
warded off by the Prime Minister himself, and, as an
Italian historian has remarked, the stroke killed not
the King, but the cabinet.1 The ministers were inter-
pellated in the Chamber from both Eight and Left,
and were heavily beaten on an order of the day in
December, 1878.

The contrast between the policies of Nicotera and
Significance   Zanardelli is instructive, as showing how little
unity of  opinion  there  is  in  the  political
parties in Italy, and how the course of the
government depends, not on any principles of
6 *          the party in power, but on the personal views

of the ministers. Nicotera, who held the portfolio of
the Interior in the first cabinet of the Left, in his efforts
to suppress disorder, resorted to arbitrary repressive
measures, and stretched the police system to the utmost;
while Zanardelli, who also belonged to the Left, and
occupied the same position a few months later, tried, on
the contrary, to leave to the citizen the largest possible
amount of freedom. The attitude of these two men
furnishes also an example of the lack of harmony in
Italian cabinets, and illustrates the way in which each
minister sometimes directs his own department without
regard to the opinions of his colleagues ; for Zanardelli
was himself a member of the very cabinet in which
Nicotera was Minister of the Interior.

1 Petruccelli della Gattina, Storia d' Italia, p. 345.